CDU CHRONOLOGY OF EVENTS
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Charles Darwin University
MATARANKA STATION - ANIMAL WELFARE ISSUES

CHRONOLOGY OF EVENTS

The following outlines the events, discussions and documentation relating to the animal welfare
issues arising at CDU’s Mataranka Station from 2008

2008

1. 28 August 2008 - Dr Brian Heim (CDU NT Manager Primary Industries and Community
Services) notified Mr Ken Suter (Senior Manager Major Projects, Finance and Asset
Services) by email that the effects of ‘old style’ stock management and suboptimat wet
season conditions were beginning to show in the condition of caftle at Mataranka Station and
that this would progress unless mitigation measures were put in place. Dr Heim proposed
that he take a more active role in managing the station manager and be more directly
involved in management of the station and elaborated on this in a subsequent email on 2
September 2008.

2. 19 September - Mr Will Andrew, Animal Welfare Inspector NT Department of (then) Primary
Industry Fisheries and Mines (DPIFM), conducted an inspection of stock at Mataranka
Stafion following an anonymous complaint.

3. 2 October - Ms Plaxy Purich (Executive Officer CDU Animal Ethics Committee) was
contacted by Mr Andrew (DPIFM) who inquired whether CDU Katherine Rural Campus
(KRC) had an Animal Ethics Permit and was subject to regular inspections by the CDU
Animal Ethics Committee (AEC). At this time KRC did not have an Animal Ethics Permit and
the matter was placed on the agenda for the next AEC meeting.

4, 8 October - Mr Andrew again inspected stock at Mataranka Station and filed a report
(Attachment 1) indicating there were animal welfare concerns relating to feed shortage. The
report outlines actions taken since the previous inspection on 19 September and makes
recommendations for further action.

5. 14 October - AEC held a meeting and was informed of the Animal Welfare Inspections and
issues at Mataranka Station and requested that KRC lodge an Animal Ethics Permit
application as soon as possible.
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2009

10.

1.

12,

13.

27 February 2009 — AEC received an Animal Ethics Permit application from KRC and
approved the application on 17 April 2008.

4 September - Regicnal Veterinary Officer Mr John Eccles and Regional Biosecurity Officer
Mr Greg Scott, Depariment of {then} Regional Development, Primary Industry, Fisheries and
Resources (DRDPIFR) Katherine, inspected cattle at Mataranka Station based on an
anonymous complaint about their condition. Based on this initial inspection, which was
conducted without the Station Manager, Mr lan Gray, it was decided that a further immediate
and thorough inspection of the entire property was required (report Attachment 2}. This was
arranged with Mr Gray for § September 2009. Mr Ken Suter (Major Projects, Finance and
Asset Services (FAS) CDU) advised Mr Rob Brelsford-Smith (Director FAS) by email that
Animal Welfare (DRDPIFR) Katherine had phoned him to say that a review of CDU
Mataranka Station cattle would take place on the following day due to concerns about their
condition.

5 September -Mr John Eccles and Biosecurity Officer Mr Rob Wait (DRDPIFR) visited
Mataranka Station to inspect stock and question Manager Mr Gray about management
practices. The inspectors found that “The overall condition of the station stock is very poor
and the current management of which is an Animai Welfare issue” (see DRDPIFR reports
Attachment 3) Mr Suter advised Mr Brelsford- Smith by email that inspection by DRDPIFR
indicated that 424 cattle were emaciated and one weaner was sick. Mr Suter also reported
that the station manager Mr Gray had advised that these cattle were receiving
supplementary feeding and their poor condition was due to calving or being in calf at that
time of year.

7 September — Ms Purich was contacted by Dr Brian Redunze, Chief Veterinary Officer
(DROPIFR), who advised that CDU could be prosecuted under the Animal welfare Act for
animal neglect at Mataranka Station. Ms Purich was asked if she was aware of the complaint
and inspection by Animal Welfare Inspectors on 4 and 5 September. Ms Purich was not at
that stage aware of the complaint or inspections, but assured Dr Redunze that the matter
would be fully investigated by AEC and that he would be kept informed about the situation.
Ms Purich then advised Dr Jenny Carter, Manager CDU Research Office (in the absence of
Prof Wasson, Chair of AEC).

7 September - Vice Chancellor Prof Barney Glover met with Dr Heim (Acting Director VET),
Mr Don Zosllner (PVC VET) and Prof Charles Webb (Senior DVC) following advice from Dr
Carter re animal welfare issues at Mataranka Station.

8 September — Mr Greg Scott (DRDPIFR Stock Inspector Katherine) contacted Ms Purich
and asked to be included in the AEC inspection of Mataranka Station.

8-11 September — Ms Purich held numerous conversations with Mr Scott, Dr Redunze, Dr
Heim and Mr Gray to determine the nature of the animal welfare issues at Mataranka Station
and what was required in the AEC inspection.

9 September - Prof Glover met with Dr Heim and Mr Zoellner re Mataranka Station animal
welfare issues. It was agreed that Dr Heim would update the DRDPIFR Vet re CDU actions
on this matter to date.
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14. 9 September - Ms Mary Gearin-Smith, Senior Animal Welfare Officer contacted Ms Purich
about animal welfare issues at Mataranka Station. Ms Gearin-Smith was advised of AEC's
role and plans to inspect the Station on 17 September.

15. 10 September - Dr Heim withdrew as Chief Investigator on the KRC Animal Ethics
Application approved by AEC on 17 April due to a possible conflict of interest resulting from
Dr Heim's changed work responsibilities (te Acting Director VET). Mr Tim Biggs (Team
Leader Agriculture and Rural Operations Katherine) was named as Chief Investigator in Dr
Heim's place. This amendment was approved by AEC on 9 October 2009.

16. 16 September - Prof Glover met with Dr Heim, Mr Zoeliner and Prof Webb and agreed that
management of Mataranka Station would transfer from FAS to VET with Dr Heim as NT
Manager.

17. 17 September -The CDU Animal Ethics Committee (AEC), represented by Prof Bob Wasson

(DVC Research) and Ms Purich, accompanied by Mr Gray and Mr Scott, inspected

Mataranka Station on 17 September (and again on 7 October 2009) in accordance with the - -

use of the Station for teaching and research and prepared a draft report - 2009 AEC Facility
Inspection Report: Mataranka Station, Mataranka, NT 17 September (Attachment 4). The
report makes 19 ohservations and recommendations for action.

18. 25 September — Dr Heim advised Prof Glover, Mr Zoellner and Dr Scott Snyder by email
that Mr Greg Scott would conduct ancther inspection of stock at Mataranka Station that
morning due o his concerns that issues identified on 17 September were nat being

for

addressed. Dr Heim indicated that he would attend a meeting with Mr Scott on 26 September

to discuss this matter further. He also indicated that the Senior Veterinary Officer {Dr Sue
Fitzpatrick, Senior Biosecurity Vet DRDPIFR) had advised him that provided the stock in
guestion were being given feed and water the Chief Veterinary Officer saw no reason to
pursue further action. Dr Heim further indicated that he would be speaking to aif Katherine
Rural Campus and station staff. that afternoon to discuss the way forward.

19. 25 September- Mr Scott, Dr John Eccles {Regional Veterinary Officer), and Mr Wait
conducted a follow up visit to examine the situation with regard to animal welfare at
Mataranka Station which was previously investigated on 4 and & September 2009.The
inspection was conducted with Mr Wayne Spence, Mr Gorringe Ms Nichola Walters (Station
Hand) as Manager lan Gray was not able to be contacted prior to the inspection. The

findings of the inspection are reported at Attachment 5. The inspection found that the overall
condition of station stock was very poor and constituted an Animal Welfare issue. The report

concluded that an immediate solution to these animal welfare issues was required.

20. 25 September — the AEC Report from the 17 September inspection by AEC (Attachment 4)
was forwarded by Ms Purich to Prof Wasson, Dr Redunze, Mr Scott, Dr Heim, Mr Biggs and
Mr Gray.

21. 26 September - Dr Heim met with Mr Scott, Dr Fitzpatrick and Mr Gray to discuss progress

at Mataranka Station. Dr Fitzpatrick promulgated the criteria that CDU would be measured
against in terms of care and husbandry of the cattle. Dr Eccles and Mr Wait were also
present at the meeting.

22. 30 September - Prof Glover was updated on Mataranka Station issues at a meeting with Dr

Heim and Mr Zoellner.
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23. 2 October — Dr Heim sent an email to all Katherine Rural Campus and Mataranka staff to
update them on the situation with animal management at Mataranka Station and asking for
their support in dealing with the current situation. He alse provided an Ag Note on how to
approach animal welfare during dry periods for the information of staff.

24. 7 October - Mr Gorringe sent an email to Mr Zoellner expressing concern about the state of
animals at Mataranka Station and that ‘alf endeavours for help this far over the past few
months have fallen on deaf ears'.

25. T October - Dr Heim sent an email to Mr Gorringe (copied to Mr Zoellner and Mr Tim Biggs)
outlining the actions of himself and Mr lan Gray with respect to animal welfare management
at Mataranka Station, noting that these actions meet the requirements of DRDPIFR and CDU
Animal Ethics Committee and acknowledging that they may differ from what Mr Gorringe
himself thinks should be done. Mr Heim asks Mr Gorringe to desist from continuing to raise
issues that are being dealt with.

26. 7 October - AEC members Prof Bob Wasson, Ms Purich and Ms Susan Hutton conducted a
second inspection of stock at Mataranka Station with Mr Gray in attendance.

27. 8 October - Ms Suzanne Edwards lodged a complaint with DRDPIFR about continuing
animal welfare issues at Mataranka Station, prompting an inspection of the station by Dr
Fitzpatrick and Mr Wait on 9 October. The inspection report (Attachment 6) outlines the
findings of the inspection and actions taken by CDU to improve animal weifare outcomes.
The report noted that the condition of cattle had improved since the previous visit two weeks
prior {25 September).

28. 9 October - Prof Glover attempted to speak to Minister Karl Hampton to provide an update

i

on the animal welfare concems being raised at Mataranka Station and what CDU was doing ',

to address them, but was unable to speak to the Minister. No further action was taken to
contact the Minister as the matter was being actively discussed between COU and DRDPIFR
with a view to resolution.

29. 13 October — Dr Heim gave Mr Gorringe a letter (dated 11 October), in Darwin, asking him
to relocate his residence from Mataranka Station to Katherine Rural Campus in order for a
full time station hand to be employed and located at Mataranka Stafion following
recommendations from the CDU Animal Ethics Committee that additional human resources
were needed at the station. As Mr Gorringe's primary job is VET lecturer it was considered
more appropriate to house him in a newly refurbished house at KRC.

30. 13 October - Mr Gorringe spoke to Prof Wasson in Darwin with regard to Mr Gorringe's
concemns about the state of cattle at Mataranka Station. Prof Wasson asked Mr Gorringe to
put his complaints in writing.
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. 13 October -The AEC report on the inspections of 17 September and 7 October
documenting observations/ problems identified and the actions required to address these
problems was forwarded to the Vice Chancellor (2009 AEC Facility Inspection Report:
Mataranka Station, Mataranka, NT, Attachment 7). The AEC had made three additional
recommendations for action from the first inspection report (Attachment 4) and also
recommended that Dr Heim be asked to prepare an action plan outlining responses to each
issue raised in the AEC report and associated time frames for resolution of these issues. The
AEC requested monthly progress reports on the animal welfare issues at Mataranka Station

" until end of February 2010 and then every three months after that,

4

Prepared M McKaige 2 February 2010
Office of the Vice Chancellor










1C




11




12




13




AEC REPORT 17 SEPTEMBER 2009 CDU ANNEXURE
Al-1
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AEC REPORT 7 OCTOBER 2009 - CDU ANNEXURE Al-
2
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STOCKWELL REPORT - CDU ANNEXURE A1-3

47




48




49




5(




51




52




53




54




55




56




57




58




59




60




61




62




63




64




65




66




67




EMAIL OF TOM STOCKWELL 2 NOVEMBER 2009
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TERMS OF REFERENCE FOR INSPECTION OF
MATARANKA STATION
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ADVICE TO THE AEC & CDU ANNEXURE Al-11
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DOR REPORT 4 SEPTEMBER 2009 CDU ANNEXURE
A2-2
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DOR REPORT 5 SEPTEMBER 2009 CDU ANNEXURE
A2-3
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DOR REPORT 25 SEPTEMBER 2009 CDU ANNEXURE
A2-4
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DOR REPORT 8 OCTOBER 2009 CDU ANNEXURE A2-
5
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DOR REPORT 24 OCTOBER 2009 CDU ANNEXURE
A2-6
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